WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF HOPE
…The Arkell Family
Today we kindle the Advent candle of hope. (First candle is lit)
We welcome the light that pierces the shadows,
the light that affirms God’s presence,
the light that enables us to move forward in faith.
Come, Holy Stranger, beacon of hope on this Advent journey:
Welcome us as we welcome you.
We receive the light of hope.

Sunday, December 2nd, 2018
The First Sunday of Advent
GATHERING IN EXPECTANCY
**indicates the community stands, as able

PRELUDE

Come, Saviour of the Human Race

AN ADVENT MUSICAL INVITATION

I Look From Afar

PROCESSIONAL

J. S. Bach
G. Palestrina

MORE VOICES 220 (sing twice)
Hope shines as the solitary star.
Faith is the inner light.
You and I together mirror the Light of Lights,
and illumine the pathway home.
(Children and youth may proceed to programs)

Tune: Voices United 413

Come, thou Redeemer of the earth, and manifest thy virgin birth:
Let every age adoring fall; such birth befits the God of all.

Please rise, as we all sing:
Begotten of no human will
but of the Spirit, thou art still
the Word of God in flesh arrayed,
the promised One to all displayed.
Forth from his chamber goeth he,
that royal home of purity,
a giant in twofold substance one,
rejoicing now his course to run.

SEEKING TO GROW IN EXPECTANCY
FIRST BIBLE READING
**VOICES UNITED 8

Jeremiah 33: 14-16

(page 821, OT)
…Martha Reynolds

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

SECOND BIBLE READING
1st Thessalonians 3: 9-13
(page 218)
For the Word of God in Scripture, among us, and within us.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON

“THAT’S IT?”

Thy cradle here shall glitter bright,
and darkness breathe a newer light,
where endless faith shall shine serene,
and twilight never intervene.

SILENT REFLECTION

All laud, eternal Son, to thee
Whose advent sets thy people free,
Whom with the Father we adore,
and Holy Ghost forevermore.

CALL FOR THE OFFERING

RESPONDING IN CARE

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Bethlehem Wind

**PEACE GREETING
…Michael Brooks
May the peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(The Community exchanges words and signs of peace)

**VOICES UNITED 55, verse 4
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wise man, I would do my part;
Yet what I can I give him – give my heart.

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY NEWS

**PRAYER OF DEDICATION

J. Martin

GATHERING IN EXPECTANCY AT TABLE
**VOICES UNITED 473

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

**PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Let us pray. (all seated)
WORDS OF INSTITUTION (sharing the story of Jesus at table)
COMMUNITY PRAYERS AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BREAKING THE BREAD AND FILLING THE CUP
SHARING THE BREAD AND THE CUP
Communion will be served in the seats. Gluten-free bread is
available on the plates; please wait until all have received the bread,
following which you will be invited to partake; you are invited to
partake of the cup as soon as you receive.
COMMUNION MUSIC

Andante

F. Molino
…William Peltier, guitar

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

REACHING OUT IN EXPECTANCY
**VOICES UNITED 29

Hark the Glad Sound!

**COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING
POSTLUDE

Fugue in b-minor

J. Pachelbel

